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HUNDREDS OF VALLEY FAMILIES 
JOINED THE FUN AT 

EIGHT’S PBS KIDS RAISING READERS 
FAMILY LITERACY CELEBRATION

— Arizona Diamondback Robby Hammock, Arizona State Senator 
Debbie McCune Davis and Arizona Ambassador for Excellence from the Arizona Educational Foundation Lisa Hoelzen help support importance of literacy —



Carol Fillmore wants to ensure the success of the children in her family.

That’s why the grandmother of six came to Eight’s PBS KIDS Raising Readers Family Literacy Celebration at Wesley Bolin Plaza on Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008. She and her grandchildren were joined by more than 300 Arizona families to learn more about the importance of literacy in a child’s development. Agencies from across Arizona were represented along with appearances by some of PBS KIDS’s best-loved characters – Martha from Martha Speaks, Wonder Red from Super Why! and Miffy from Miffy and Friends.

Sesame Street brought fun word and letter games. Phoenix Day Child and Family Center, Arizona’s 94-year-old day care center, showed parents how household items can become challenging educational activities. New Directions Institute challenged the kids with matching games. The Phoenix Public Library shared literacy based games and coloring sheets. Valley United Way offered parents important information about healthcare and distributed kits for families with young children.
“Thank you for having this event. It is great to show children how reading can be fun. Because once you can read you can do anything,” said Fillmore.

-more-
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The morning began with advice from Lisa Hoelzen, Arizona Ambassador for Excellence from the Arizona Educational Foundation, and Arizona State Senator Debbie McCune Davis. Davis shared a story about her 24-month-old granddaughter Sasha’s early preference for PBS KIDS’ Elmo. Arizona Diamondbacks catcher Robby Hammock read from the Martha Speaks book. And PBS KIDS host Mr. Steve had the children dancing to his songs.

Throughout the event, children had their pictures taken with the costumed characters and were given PBS KIDS stickers, activity pages, and Martha Speaks books.

Agencies participating included: Arizona Literacy & Learning Center, Association for Supportive Child Care, BEANS Books (Benefits of Exercise, Activity and Nutrition), Murphy School District and Murphy Family Resources Center, New Directions Institute for Infant Brain Development, Phoenix Day Child and Family Learning Center, Phoenix Public Library, Rio Salado Community College, Southwest Human Development, Sprouting New Beginnings, and Valley of the Sun United Way 

Event partners were Fairytale Brownies and McDonald’s.

About Eight Arizona PBS
Eight, Arizona PBS specializes in the education of children, in-depth news and public affairs, lifelong learning, and the celebration of arts and culture -- utilizing the power of noncommercial television, the Internet, educational outreach services, and community-based initiatives. The PBS station began broadcasting from the campus of Arizona State University on January 30, 1961. Now more than 80 percent of Arizonans receive the signal through a network of translators, cable and satellite systems. With more than 1 million viewers each week, Eight consistently ranks among the most-viewed public television stations per capita in the country. Arizonans provide more than 60 percent of the station's annual budget.

            Eight is a member-supported service of Arizona State University.

